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SPECIFICATIONS:

year:

2015

make:

Harley-Davidson
Model:

Night Rod Special
price:

$ 16549

Engine:

Liquid-cooled, Revolution®, 60° V-Twin

Transmission:

5-speed

Torque @ RPM:

82

Energy:

Electronic Sequential Port Fuel Injection (ESPFI)

Displacement:

1247 cc

Top Speed:

118 mph (Est.)

FILED UNDER:

Harley-Davidson
cruisers
2015
Harley-Davidson Night Rod Special
 Posted on 06.12.2015 09:00 by Sulthoni 
Harley-Davidson 
released the first VRSCDX ’Night Rod Special’ in 2007 as a supplement to the VRSC model family before phasing out production of the regular ’Night Rod’ (unspecial?) in 2008. The 2015 ’Special’ isn’t quite as powerful as its drag-centric brother, the 
V-Rod Muscle 
, but this slight loss of performance is more than made up for by the additional curb-appeal and sexier lines. Don’t take this to mean the bike is ’all show and no go’, however. There is plenty of oomph in the Night Rod Special to warrant attention and respect.

Continue reading for my review of the 2015 Harley-Davidson Night Rod Special.
Continue Reading 
Design




While the overall appearance of the ’Special’ toes the family line, it also softens the somewhat abrupt and even chunky look associated with the family. The fastback rear end is a tradeoff; you gain a slimmer rear end with a nice fall to the fender, but the taillamp and turn signals are displaced to a more traditional location instead of being tucked away beneath the fender. Same thing with the radiator fairings: slightly smaller and more aesthetically pleasing than those on the ’Muscle,’ but slightly less effective as well.

Harley’s menacing ’Blacked Out’ philosophy is in full effect, and the engine, wheels, swingarm, triple tree and forks all get the treatment. Polished cooling fins keep the engine from disappearing into the black hole under the airbox (which is where the fuel tank should be, for those unfamiliar with the model), and they prevent the drivetrain from becoming too understated. One definite benefit to this color scheme is that the radiator all but vanishes into the void, leaving only the painted sheet metal and engine bling to draw the eye.

The forward controls, seat position and handlebars form a slightly aggressive rider triangle that pulls the upper body forward just a bit, and the low laden-seat height of 25.6 inches keeps the ground within easy reach. I personally prefer forward controls because it puts your pegs out of the way when you need to ’Fred Flintstone’ the bike. The saddle forms a deep scoop to keep your nethers in place when you start getting twisty with the throttle, and it sort of lets you sit in the bike, instead of merely perched on it.

Chassis




Frame design follows the bare-bike, exposed-frame look currently popular in both the European and Japanese markets. A steering-head setting of 34 degrees stretches the wheelbase out to 67 inches, and the steering geometry, coupled with the low center of gravity, gives the bike a sporty response to steering pressures.

Big inverted forks support the front of the bike and absorb the braking and cornering stresses with their extraordinarily long fork slider section. Brembo brakes provide plenty of stopping power, and the ABS intervenes when excessive wheel slippage threatens your traction. The tires make use of Michelin synthetic polymer technology and water-channeling tread patterns to further improve traction in wet weather, with the result of providing confidence-inspiring control in all conditions. A 240/40-18 rear tire maximizes your rear contact patch, and the tread carries around the sidewall to allow you to take full advantage of the 32-degree maximum lean angle.

Drivetrain




Harley paired the aggressive chassis with its equally mean, 76.1-cubic-inch Revolution engine. The 60-degree engine and liquid cooling sets the Revolution apart from the more traditional H-D engines, partly because Harley teamed up with 
Porsche 
engineers, but there is no denying the performance of this VR-1000-inspired mill. It cranks out 122 horsepower and 83.4 pound-feet of gut-wrenching torque at 7,250 rpm, which stops just shy of rider-intimidation territory. The factory shunned the usual pushrod-actuated valvetrain in favor of a quiet, DOHC design capable of much higher revs than you can get out of a pushrod engine. Unlike the ’Muscle’, the ’Special’ carries both exhaust pipes on the right side of the bike, which to me, lends it a Harley-esque flavor.

Power flows from the engine to the five-speed transmission through the race-proven ’slipper’ clutch. This clutch releases some of the clamping pressure on the clutch back when aggressively downshifting, as when entering a corner, to prevent loss of traction and the much dreaded rear-wheel hop.

Price

The stock Night Rod Special can be had in Vivid Black for $16,549. For another $350, you can get it shot in Deep Jade Pearl, Superior Blue or my personal favorite, the Black Denim with the orange trim and double racing stripe. ABS is standard, but the security option will set you back another $395, and the California emissions package will tack another bill onto the sticker.

He Said:

“This has to be my favorite bike from my least-favorite Harley model family. I never was a fan of the earlier VRSC bikes, or their engines, but the older I get the less ’old school’ I become, and I am beginning to appreciate the 
V-Rod 
line a lot more.”

She Said

My wife and fellow writer, Allyn Hinton, says, "The low seat height means I can actually think about this from a rider’s perspective. I feel like the forward pegs and drag race handlebar puts me off a bit, since it doesn’t create a comfortable riding position. The pegs and handlebar can be modified, so maybe with a little customization, it’d be doable. Especially in a 
cruiser 
, I think the rider triangle should be relaxed. As loathe as I am to say anything nice about a 60-degree engine in a Harley, I have to say the Revolution engine is very responsive — almost instant throttle response — and respectable torque."

Specifications

	Engine:
	Liquid-Cooled, Revolution®, 60-Degree V-Twin

	Bore:
	4.13 Inches

	Stroke:
	2.835 Inches

	Displacement:
	76.1 Cubic Inches

	Compression Ratio:
	11.5 to 1

	Fuel System:
	Electronic Sequential Port Fuel Injection (ESPFI)

	Engine Torque Testing Method:
	EEC/95/1

	Engine Torque:
	83.4 Pound-Feet

	Engine Torque (Rpm):
	7,250

	Lean Angle, Right (Deg.):
	32

	Lean Angle, Left (Deg.):
	32

	Fuel Economy: Combined City/Hwy:
	37 mpg

	Primary Drive:
	Gear, 64/117 Ratio

	Gear Ratios (Overall) 1st:
	10.969

	Gear Ratios (Overall) 2nd:
	7.371

	Gear Ratios (Overall) 3rd:
	5.9

	Gear Ratios (Overall) 4th:
	5.095

	Gear Ratios (Overall) 5th:
	4.563

	Length:
	96.1 Inches

	Seat Height, Unladen:
	26.6 Inches

	Ground Clearance:
	4.5 Inches

	Rake (Steering Head) :
	34 Degrees

	Trail:
	5.6 Inches

	Wheelbase:
	67 Inches

	Tires, Front Specification:
	120/70ZR-19 60W

	Tires, Rear Specification:
	240/40R-18 79V

	Fuel Capacity:
	5 Gallons

	Oil Capacity (W/Filter):
	5 Quarts

	Weight, As Shipped:
	637 Pounds

	Weight, In Running Order:
	666 Pounds

	Exhaust:
	Straight-Shot Exhaust With Brushed Finish Dual Mufflers; Black End Caps And Exhaust Shield

	Wheels, Front Type:
	Black, Split Five-Spoke Cast Aluminum W/ Orange Pinstripe

	Wheels, Rear Type:
	Black, Split Five-Spoke Cast Aluminum W/ Orange Pinstripe

	Brakes, Caliper Type:
	Four-Piston Front And Rear

	Lights (As Per Country Regulation), Indicator Lamps:
	High Beam, Neutral, Low Oil Pressure, Turn Signals, Engine Diagnostics, Security System, Coolant Temperature, Low Fuel Warnings, ABS

	Gauges:
	Electronic Speedometer With Odometer, Time-Of-Day Clock On Odometer, Dual Tripmeter, Fuel Gauge With Low Fuel Warning Light And Countdown Feature, Low Oil Pressure Indicator Light, Engine Diagnostics Readout, LED Indicator Lights, Tachometer

	Colors:
	Vivid Black, Deep Jade Pearl, Superior Blue, Black Denim

	Price:
	$16,549, $16,899


